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Course objectives: 
The ultimate objective of the course for students is to acquire pronunciation resembling that 

of educated native speakers of American English. The focus for Year I is practicing segmental 

phonetics with elements of stress and intonation. 

Course description: 
The whole course (Year I and II)  is organized as a series of practical workshops. Students will 

learn how to pronounce individual sounds beginning with vowels and diphthongs and 

continuing with problematic (for Poles) consonants. To achieve the above, a number of 

techniques will be employed, including phonemic/phonetic transcription, pronunciation 

based listening, drills (especially contrastive), prepared and improvised dialogues, role-plays, 

reading, speeches etc. Students will be, predominantly, encouraged to work individually at 

home. Besides, the course will also introduce basic elements of word and sentence stress, 

rhythm, linking, and intonation.  

Evaluation of the course: 
Students' progress will be evaluated on the basis of  1 oral, in-class pair or group 
performance as well as 1 oral test (reading lists of words/phrases/sentences and/or 
improvised speaking, poems)  at the end of the semester.  
 

1. pair / group oral, in – class  performance 40% 

2. oral test of all sounds covered throughout 
the semester 

60% 

 
 
Grades: 

50 - 59% - 3.0  
60 - 69% - 3.5  
70- 79% - 4.0 
80 - 89% - 4.5 
90 - 100% - 5.0 
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